What is a thesis statement? (*note for your thesis you must include where your wonder is located)
· Is one of the greatest unifying aspects of a paper that peaks the reader’s interest
· Summarize the main point of the paper "in a nutshell," and pointing toward the paper's development.

· Expressed in a sentence or two  
· Is a road map for the paper; in other words, it tells the reader what to expect from the rest of the paper.
How do I get a thesis?

As soon as you've got a chunk of research, or pages full of notes, take a few moments to reread your material. Think about what you might prove with all those facts. A couple of techniques will help you decide.  
· Formulating a thesis is not the first thing you do after reading an essay assignment. 
· First, you have to collect and organize information, look for possible relationships between known facts (such as surprising contrasts or similarities), and think about the significance of these relationships. 
· Once you do this thinking, you will probably have a "working thesis," a basic or main idea that you think you can support with facts and information. That may need adjustment along the way.
How do I know if my thesis is strong?

When reviewing your first draft and its working thesis, ask yourself the following questions: 

· Is my thesis statement specific enough? 
· Thesis statements that are too vague often do not make a strong statement. 
· If your thesis contains words like "good" or "successful," see if you could be more specific: 
· Why is something "good"?  What specifically makes something "successful"? 

· Does my thesis pass the "So what?" test? 
· If a reader's first response is, "So what?" then you need to clarify.
The don’ts of a Thesis Statement and conclusion:

1. In this essay…
2. In this paper…

3. I’m going to tell you…

4. Well, I have to do this report...
5. You will learn…

6. You will see…

7. As you can see…

8. As you saw…

9. As you read…

10. You have just seen…
11. My essay is about…

12. I’m writing because…
